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English 12AP Summer Assignments 

The following assignments are due the first Friday of the school year. You should be prepared to discuss the 

works at length on the first day of school. Please complete assignments in this order to aid your comprehension. 

 

Assignment One: Literary Devices on Flashcards 

- Define each literary device below (the internet is a wonderful tool for this portion). This list MUST be 

neatly written by your own hand and kept in your school binder for reference throughout the year. It is 

highly recommended that you begin studying these flashcards early. To be unfamiliar with these terms is to 

be behind from day one. Expect to be tested on their definitions at the beginning of the semester. 

 

- TERMS (52): allegory, alliteration, allusion, ambiguity, analogy, anaphora, antithesis, aphorism, 

apostrophe (NOT the punctuation mark), assonance, atmosphere, cliché, colloquialism, conceit, 

connotation, consonance, denotation, diction, dramatic irony, enjambment, euphemism, extended metaphor, 

figurative language, genre, hyperbole, imagery, juxtaposition, metaphor, metonymy, mood, motif, 

onomatopoeia, oxymoron, paradox, parallelism, parody, personification, prose, repetition, rhythm, sarcasm, 

satire, semantics, situational irony, style, symbolism, synecdoche, syntax, theme, thesis, tone, verbal irony, 

and verse. 

Assignment Two: Read “Greek Society” by Mark Cartwright – an article on www.CommonLit.org  

- Go to the website www.commonlit.org to access the article aforementioned. You will need to sign up for a 

free account, select “I’m a Student”, enter the class code N558W, then complete signing up. While reading 

the article, answer the guided reading questions, assessment questions, and discussion questions.  

Assignment Three: Read Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone by Sophocles* 

- After reading the dramas, answer each of the following questions in a well-developed paragraph (number 

your responses). This assignment should be typed. Use your own brain, not the internet! Plagiarism will 

result in a zero.  

 

1.) Discuss the use of dramatic irony in Oedipus. How does this literary technique affect readers? 

2.) In Oedipus Rex, the chorus advises Oedipus to seek out the blind prophet Tiresias, who is “our 

source of light” (16). Analyze Sophocles’ use of symbolism here. 

3.) Compare Oedipus and Creon, taking into account their actions in both Oedipus and Antigone. What 

types of kings are they? Why do we sympathize more with Oedipus than with Creon? 

4.) What is at the heart of the conflict faced by Antigone in Antigone? What moral dilemma does she 

face? Is she right or wrong? Why? 

Assignment Four: Essay on Antigone 

- Write a well-developed essay in which you analyze Antigone’s understanding of justice, the degree to 

which her search for justice is successful, and the significance of this search for the work as a whole. Do 

NOT write a plot summary! This essay should be analytical in nature, typed in MLA format using 12 point 

Times New Roman font, and be a minimum of two pages (printing double sided is allowed and 

encouraged). Again, use your own brain; plagiarism will result in a zero. 

*You may check out a copy of The Oedipus Plays of Sophocles from the school library, purchase your own 

copy, obtain a copy at any local bookstore or library, or you may read it online at Project Gutenberg 

(http://www.gutenberg.org/). The book consists of three separate plays called Oedipus the King (sometimes 

referred to as Oedipus Rex), Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone. You are expected to read all three works.  
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